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expired. He did not wish to break his oath - if
it could be avoided. Therefore, to gain his end,
he must secure a revision of the constitution.
Persigny and his other intimates set to work with
a will, and a petition bearing over thirteen hun-^
dred signatures and praying for the revision of the
constitution was presented to the Assembly. A
stormy debate ensued, but the necessary majority
was not forthcoming.

Louis Napoleon now saw that if he were to get
his way it could only be by drastic measures. The
Assembly had prevented him from obtaining
authority from the people ; he must act first and
trust to the people's ratifying his conduct after-
wards. To succeed, he must have a strong and
dependable man in control of the army, and must
find some pretext which would justify his action
in the eyes of the nation. The first requirement
was satisfied by the appointment to the Ministry
of War of General Saint Arnaud, who had been
recalled from Algeria and had given assurances
of his readiness to stake his own future in the
gamble with the others. The second was brought
about by Louis Napoleon with considerable in-
genuity. He proposed to the Assembly the restor-
ation of universal suffrage. The Assembly, suffi-
ciently alert to appreciate the effect of an extension
of the electorate upon the fortunes of the popular
President, was not, however, astute enough to